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continually diminished; but the value of the * assets' themselves has increased so greatly with extended cultivation, a growing population, rising prices, and the development of trade, that a diminishing share has yielded a gmdually increasing revenue. Allowing for remissions due to famine in these years, the standard of net land revenue in 1876-7 was about 18*8 crores, and in 1900-1 about 24 crores, Deducting from the latter figure the land revenue derived from Upper Burma (annexed in 1886), the total increase was a little more than 4 crores in twenty-five years, or about 16 lakhs per annum. In years of drought the land revenue collections fall far below the normal ; and the influence of famines which marked this period was so great that, in spite of considerable enhancements on resettlement, the total of the collections during the five years 1896-7 to 1900-1 was only 36 lakhs in excess of the total during the preceding five years, Apart from the fluctuations due to famine, the land revenue shows a fairly constant advance, but its increase has not kept pace with the general rise of the revenues; in 1876-7 land revenue formed 44 per cent., and in 1902-3 only 39 per cent., of the total net receipts. In addition to the land revenue proper, this head of account includes a number of other receipts, such as sale proceeds of land, receipts from fisheries, house and capitation tax in Burma, and various miscellaneous items. The enhancement of the land revenue which is directly attributable to the effect of the Government irrigation works is shown in the accounts as an irrigation receipt This item rose from 40 lakhs in 1876-7 to 122 lakhs in 1902-3,
The second head of the statement, 'Tributes md contribu- Tribute, tions from Nativa States/ is a comparatively petty item,   flit contributions are made chiefly in lieu of former obligations to supply or maintain troops, and form & small return for the duty undertaken by Hit Supreme Government in ensuring the peace
The forest revenue is almost entirely derived from the sab of Forests. timber and other forest produce, the property of the Goftm-ment. The Forest department has looked to the preservation and improvement of this valuable source of wealth rather than to the raising of an immediate large income, but its operations have been a source of increasing profit, which would have been greater of late years but for the effect of famine,
The revenue arising from the opium consumed in India Opium. fa credited in the account* und^r the head of excise, and the opium revenue proper is derived from the produce exported to other countries, among which China takes by far the largest